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 The Helm is a monthly publication of The Mississippi Valley Packards, 2011©, a region of The Packard Club (PAC). All Rights Reserved.               
Material from this newsletter may be reprinted or shared by our club members with proper citation.
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November 2012

  Almost finished with #1 Block, shortened the guide a 
total of 1” and retained the brass or copper insert.

Twin Six Update
Photos by Earl Skinner



T h e  H e l m

Annual Mississippi Valley 
Packard Thanksgiving Buffet

November 18, 2012

Pot Luck & Meeting

Located at Lutheran Hour Ministries

660 Mason Ridge Center, St. Louis, MO 63141

1:30 pm

Hosted by Gerry & Sharmon Perschbacher

Joe Krzan Jr will be bringing a turkey, 
    drinks  will be provided by MVP, please 

bring a side dish to share.
Please contact 

Delores Cytron @  314 878 o534
 and let her  know what you will be bringing.

MVP dues will be collected by  Elliot and Delores Cytron , see notice  
on page 3.Contributions to the twin six project greatly appreciated.
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NOTICE 
 

Dues for Mississippi Valley Packards are now due. 
 

 
Annual dues are $15.00 

 
 
________________________________                          Mail your check to: 
Name 
________________________________ 
Address                                                                     Mississippi Valley Packards 
________________________________                  c/o Elliott & Dolores Cytron 
City, State, Zip              151 Ladue Pines 
________________________________                   St. Louis,  MO         63141 
Home Phone Area code - number 
________________________________ 
Work Phone Area code - number 
________________________________ 
E-Mail Address 
 
Annual Dues                                                                                         $_________15.00 
1919 Packard Chassis Project Voluntary Contribution                        $___________.00 
Your assistance in any amount will help make this Packard operational.   
Grand Total                                                                       $_________.00 
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________________________________ 
Address                                                                     Mississippi Valley Packards 
________________________________                  c/o Elliott & Dolores Cytron 
City, State, Zip              151 Ladue Pines 
________________________________                   St. Louis,  MO         63141 
Home Phone Area code – number 
________________________________ 
Work Phone Area code - number 
________________________________ 
E-Mail Address 
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Orphan Car Show @ The Missouri 
History Museum + A Bird In Flight

Picture perfect 
day ... blue skies & 
gorgeous fall color.

The Cytron’s 1948 
Convertible

1937 
Convertible 
belonging 
to John & 

Rose 
Gibson

Continued on page 5
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Long time MVP 
member Richard 
Muehlmann w/ 
his new 1930 

LaSalle

Joe Sr & Joe Jr Krzan 
represented with their 

1956

MVP members enjoying a 
beautiful day and good 

company!! 
But why is Joe Jr sticking his 

tongue out at me??

Continued on page 6

Continued from page 4

Harold Rushing’s 1949
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Merlin  -The War Packard 

 

In#September#of##1939,##Germany#invaded#Poland#and#Europe#was#plunged#

into#war.##The#british#called#it#the#“phony#war”,#waiting#for#Germanys#next#move.##

Most#Americans#who#followed#foreign#events#realized#America#would#be#needed#to#

free#Europe#from#an#enemy#who#had#been#preparing#for#war#since#1932.#Allied#

machinery,#tactics#and#training#were#woefully#behind.##Strategist#realized#the#huge#

role#air#power#would#play#in#the#coming#conflict,#they#could#sink#ships,#destroy#

tanks#and#artillery,#and#devastate#infrastructure.##WhomKever#ruled#the#skies#would#

eventually#win#out.###

Packards#board#and#president#were#patriotic,#with#no#ground#war#against#

Germany#at#hand,#how#best#could#they#affect#the#war?#America#had#a#fine#air#cooled#

radial#engine#in#1940##Kthe#Pratt#and#Whitney#twin#wasp,#but#this#was#more#suitable#

for#bombers#and#the#Pacific#theater.#G.M.#s’#Allison#division#had#produced#a#

12cylinder#liquid#cooled#motor#but#due#to#the#armys#insistence#their#would#be#no#

supercharger.##It#was#a#failure.#With#no#time#to#design#a#new#engine,#the#U.S.#decided#

a#proven#design#like#the#Merlin#was#the#answer.#In#June#of#1940#Henry#Ford#rejects#

producing#the#Rolls#Royce#Merlin#engine#saying#it#was#not#suited#to#mass#production#

(an#all#aluminum#double#overhead#camshaft#design#with#4#valves#per#cylinder#and#

twice#the#parts#list#of#the#vK12#Allison#motor)#also#complaining#that#he#didn’t#want#it#

used#against#his#friend#Hitler.###

# Packard#rose#to#the#occasion,#Germany#and#England#built#motors#the#old#

fashioned#way##Kone#man,#one#table,#one#engine.#Slow#to#be#sure.##Parts#were#not#

made#with#much#precision#as#they#would#be#custom#fit#to#the#engine,#tolerances#

were#often#not#measured#as#the#assemblyman#knew#them.##Detailed#mass#

production#drawings#were#not#made.##The#herculean#task#of#redesigning##and#

improving#the#Merlin#was#taken#up#by#Americas#“Master#engine#builder”.##When the 
first of the Packard-built Merlins arrived in Britain, the engineers at Rolls- Royce 
stripped it down and were amazed to find the production-line built Packard engine, far 
from being as bad as they expected it to be for component tolerances, was actually better. 
Although it is not commonly known, Packard greatly improved the maintainability of the 
engine (by allowing easier use of interchangeable parts, rather than custom finished 
ones), and their changes were also incorporated in subsequent British production.  
Packard Merlin engines featured improved bearing design and dual two speed wright 
superchargers moving horsepower from 1,030 in 1940 to over 1,700 by 1944.  Packard 
made more Merlin engines in one plant than all of Englands 5 Rolls Royce plants, 
powering not only the p-40 warhawk and p-51 mustang but also the British Lancaster 
bombers, mosquitoe and hurricane fighters.   
 
 
 With an untrained, partly female workforce Packard had produced arguably the 
most important engine of the war, and in numbers that mattered.  But then you would 
expect no less if you asked the man who owns one. Thanks for your time. sam 

  #

#

Packard News 10/29/12

The month of October was very busy, with many car events. The Packard 
Club did not have a meeting in October. The November Packard Club 
meeting will be our annual Thanksgiving dinner at the Lutheran Ministries 
Building at North Highway Outer 40 Road. The date is Sunday, November 
18, 2012 at 1:00 pm and the contact person is Gerald Perschbacher. 
Everyone should bring a dish to the event. Please speak to coordinator, 
Dolores C. for more information. I hope to see you there. The auction of 
HCCM was well attended. The classic car show at Kemp’s Museum was 
also well attended. We had good weather. Thanks to all who attended.

Bill Albertin
Director
Mississippi Valley Packard’s 

     Later That Day.... Sam & Sarah found this ORPHAN, a 1956 Studebaker Golden Hawk in 
Grafton, IL. The Golden Hawk, fitted with Packard's powerful big block 52 cubic inch 275 hp 
(5.8 L) V8, was the best all-around high performance car of 1956. Some feel by installing the 
largest V8 in the smallest lightest body, Studebaker created the first muscle car eight years 

before the GTO.Owned by Jim and Elaine Pratt who had just celebrated their 
50 year or “Golden” Anniversary... CONGRATULATIONS!! 

Continued from page 5
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Swappers Corner

  Original Packard Radio & Speaker Box for Mid-to-Late Thirties Packards. This is the same 
type accessory radio as sold by Packard dealers for installation into both Junior and Senior 
models.Does not have the radio head or cable, but appears to be complete otherwise. I do not 
know if it will work, may need service. 2 Metal boxes with black finish. Just the thing to 
complete your restoration. As is. Bargain $150.00. Plate on unit says; Packard Custom Car 
Radio PMCC Detroit, MI. I may be able to locate a useable radio dash head that will fit.
Ken Chapman, PO Box 657 Fredericktown, MO 63645 mvpackard99@yahoo.com or phone 
(573) 631-5480.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

 Great fundraiser for MVP ........ Buy at wholesale, sell at retail for your project!!  
  1937, „38, „39 Packard Parts. Would like to sell as a package. Stromberg EE3 carburetor, with 
choke assembly
Set V-12 horns V-12 hub medallions (2) NOS Delco type arm shocks. V-12 and Super 8 L-8 oil 
filter (V-12 and Su 8) V-12 Aluminum heads (4) Super 8 exhaust manifold Set of Super 8 rod 
bearings (NOS Federal Mogul)
AND
Used engine parts; pistons, rod bearings, valves, springs, rocker arms, hydraulic lifters, timing 
chain. Interior, exterior trim parts, door handles, window cranks, new sun visor, elbows and 
brackets, sill plates, mirror parts and much, much more! All parts may be viewed at any time. 
This would be a great fund raising project for any car club. Buy at wholesale, sell at retail for 
your project. Contact Bob Radel at (314) 991-3590 between 7-9am.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

      Got a lead on a Packard? Packard parts? Literature? What to sell your Packard? 
Then take good advantage of our listings in the HELM. It’s a free service to 
members and friends of the club. Keep those Packards in town!

For Sale

Wanted

  Junior series Packard 1937-42 in good condition for a reasonable price.  I would prefer a 
coupe but would also consider a sedan.  Thanks.  Randy 314-221-8385
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

  1948 Packard sedan 2211 for sale.This is a good solid car , ready for restoration and 
has been in storage for 40 years.Car has 73,000 original miles. Asking $4500. Contact 
Paul Crader 314 550 3330.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



      Let your friends know if you get a Packard! Don’t just do it by word of mouth. Do it in print, too. Send an announcement (with 
picture, if possible) to the editor of the Helm and state a sentence or two about the car. If you need more space than that, just jot down 
the facts or even draft a short article and send it along.
 Note: Dates and locations for events may change. Watch the Helm for updates.

  Deadlines for submissions for The Helm are the 20th of every month.       

           Celebrating 35 Years of Packard Excellence      

                        “Ask the man who owns one!”
            http://www.mvphelm.org/ 

Mississippi Valley Packards, Inc., (MVP) is a Not-for-profit Missouri corporation, associated as a region with The Packard Club of Ohio, also known as Packard Automobile 
Classics (PAC). MVP exists as a club for the social enhancement of its members and supports the educational and historical purposes of promoting the heritage plus high 
ideals of the American Automobile industry as exemplified in Packard automobiles and the history of the Packard Motor Car Company. MVP services the 
metropolitan St. Louis area, southern Illinois, and eastern Missouri.
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 November 18, 2012
      Annual Mississippi Valley Packard Thanksgiving Buffet -   Pot Luck & 
Meeting Located at Lutheran Hour Ministries,660 Mason Ridge Center, St. Louis, MO 
63141, 1:30 pm, Location Sponsored by Gerry Perschbacher. See details on page 2. 

Click for Directions

http://maps.google.com/maps?q=660+Mason+Ridge+Center,+St.+Louis,+MO+63141&hl=en&hnear=660+Mason+Ridge+Center+Dr,+St+Louis,+Missouri+63141&t=m&z=16
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=660+Mason+Ridge+Center,+St.+Louis,+MO+63141&hl=en&hnear=660+Mason+Ridge+Center+Dr,+St+Louis,+Missouri+63141&t=m&z=16

